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  Sunday, January 11, 2026 

WELCOME! 
Please silence your phone before worship. 

 

 

WORSHIP AT PROVIDENCE* 

 

The Wiggle Room is located just outside the Sanctuary if you would like a more 
private space for you and your child.  You can view a live stream of both worship 
services from the Wiggle Room.   
 

10:00 am:  Traditional Worship with Choir, Sanctuary 

  A fully staffed nursery for infants and toddlers up to 4 years old is 
  available in Room 200.   
   

  Breakfast & Bible Study, Youth Lounge Café 

  For youth in 7th grade and above. 
 

  Godly Play, Room 202 

  For children 4 years old to 3rd grade. 
 

  Grades 4-6 Sunday School, Room 205 

  For children in grades 4th-6th. 
 

11:00 am: Children’s Choir, Room 202 

  For children up to 6th grade (every Sunday). 
 

11:15 am:  Contemporary Worship with Band, Taylor Hall 
  A Prayground is available at the back of Taylor Hall for young  
  families. 
 

*On the œrst Sunday of each month there is no Christian Education.  
Families worship together! 
 

Worship is live streamed and recorded for future viewing.  
See the “Watch” page at providencechurch.org.  
 

The Sanctuary is equipped with Assistive Hearing Technology. 
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January 11, 2026                                                                    Baptism of the Lord 

   

Gathering 

 

PRELUDE   “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”         —Robert J. Powell 
           Jane Kaye, organ 

 

CHIMES 

 

WELCOME  Rev. Mary Rodgers 

 

INTROIT  “Your Only Son”  —Twila Paris 

  The Sanctuary Choir 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Daniel Miller 
One:  O God, you called us by name to come, and we respond with delight 
 and gladness. 
All:  In joyful obedience, we come to worship our God. 
One:  Rising out of the depths of despair, we gratefully gather for worship. 
All:  In joyful hope, we come to worship our loving God. 
One:  Our God has given us a new song of praise to sing to our Awesome 
 God! 
All:  In joyful trust, we come to worship our God. 
 

*HYMN #386  (Purple) “Come, Worship God”  O QUANTA QUALIA 
  (Lyrics on page 6.) 
CALL TO CONFESSION  Daniel Miller 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

Faithful God, you call us to be saints, but we are more comfortable with 
the role of sinner; you call us to be your servants, but we worry that we 
lack the skills to do your work; you put a new song of praise in our 
mouths, but we stumble on unfamiliar words; you show us the work to be 
tackled, but we turn away defiant, insisting we have more important 
things to do. Put your song on our lips and in our hearts and remind us of 
the joy that awaits us when we put our trust in you. Guide us into the light 
of your unwavering, never-ending, and grace-filled love. 

(Time for silent and personal confession.) 
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 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 
 In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Amen. 
 

*RESPONSE (Purple #240)  ALLELUIA NO. 1 

Alleluia, alleluia!  Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Give praise to His name. 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

  Word 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 49:1-7 Rev. Rodgers 

  (Text on page 9.) 
 

ANTHEM “High Lonesome Agnus Dei”  —Ramsay / Sharp 
  The Sanctuary Choir 
  (Lyrics on page 14.) 
 

SECOND READING  John 1:29-42 Rev. Matt Baker 
  (See New Testament page 92.) 
  (Text on page 10.) 
This is the word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “Elphaba’s Cross” Rev. Matt Baker 
    

*HYMN #209 (Purple) “My Song is Love Unknown” LOVE UNKNOWN  
  (Lyrics on page 6.) 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)  Daniel Miller 
(from the Confession of 1967) 
God’s reconciling act in Jesus Christ is a mystery which the Scriptures 
describe in various ways. It is called the sacriœce of a lamb, a shepherd’s 
life given for his sheep, atonement by a priest; again, it is ransom of a 
slave, payment of debt, vicarious satisfaction of a legal penalty, and 
victory over the powers of evil. These are expressions of a truth which 
remains beyond the reach of all theory in the depths of God’s love for 
man. They reveal the gravity, cost, and sure achievement of God’s 
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 reconciling work. The risen Christ is the Savior for all. Those joined to him 
by faith are set right with God and commissioned to serve as his 
reconciling community. Christ is head of this community, the church, 
which began with the apostles and continues through all generations. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Rodgers 

 The Lord’s Prayer (debts)   

 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS  Rev. Rodgers 

(Please place your tithes & offerings in the basket at the rear of the Sanctuary.) 
 

*DOXOLOGY  (Purple #608)  PRAISE GOD 

Praise God, from whom all blessings Ŕow;  
praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Rev. Rodgers 

 

  Sending 

 

*HYMN #299 (Purple) “You Servants of God,”  HANOVER 

  Your Master Proclaim”  
  (Lyrics on page 7.) 
*BENEDICTION  Rev. Baker 
 

(Please remain standing unless otherwise directed.) 
*RESPONSE “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”  —Peter Lutkin 

  The Sanctuary Choir 
 

POSTLUDE “Lord, All My Heart Is Fixed on Thee” —Bach / Alberti 
  Jane Kaye, organ 

 

 

  When the worship is over, the service begins! 
  Every Christian goes into the world as a minister. 



6 

Ly
ri

cs
 HYMN 386                            Come, Worship God                 O QUANTA QUALIA 

1 Come, worship God, who is worthy of honor; 
enter God’s presence with thanks and a song! 
You are the rock of your people’s salvation 

to whom our jubilant praises belong. 
 

2 Ruled by your might are the heights of the mountains; 
held in your hands are the depths of the earth. 
Yours is the sea, yours the land, for you made them, 
God above all gods, who gave us our birth. 
 

3 We are your people, the sheep of your pasture; 
you are our Maker, and to you we pray. 
Gladly we kneel in obedience before you; 
great is the one whom we worship this day! 
 

4 Now let us listen, for you speak among us; 
open our hearts to receive what you say. 
Peace be to all who remember your goodness, 
trust in your word, and rejoice in your way! 

 

HYMN 209                     My Song Is Love Unknown                   LOVE UNKNOWN 

1 My song is love unknown, 
 my Savior's love to me, 
 love to the loveless shown 

 that they might lovely be. 
 O who am I 
 that for my sake 

 my Lord should take 

 frail Ŕesh, and die? 

 

2 He came from heaven’s throne 

salvation to bestow; 
the world that was his own 

would not its Savior know. 
But O my Friend, 
my Friend indeed, 
who at my need 

his life did spend! 
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 3 Sometimes we strew his way, 

and his sweet praises sing, 
resounding all the day     
hosannas to our King. 
Then "Crucify!" 

is all our breath, 
and for his death 

we thirst and cry. 
 

4 Unheeding, we will have 

our dear Lord made away, 
a murderer to save, 
the prince of life to slay. 
Yet steadfast he 

to suffering goes, 
that he his foes 

from thence might free. 
 

5 Here might I stay and sing, 
no story so divine: 
never was love, dear King, 
never was grief like thine. 
This is my Friend, 
in whose sweet praise 

I all my days 

could gladly spend. 

 

HYMN 299          You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim              HANOVER 

1 You servants of God, 
your Master proclaim, 
and publish abroad 

Christ’s wonderful name. 
The name all victorious 

of Jesus extol, 
whose kingdom is glorious, 
who rules over all. 
 

2 Ascended on high, 
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 almighty to save, 

he still remains nigh; 
his presence we have. 
The great congregation 

his triumph shall sing, 
ascribing salvation 

to Jesus our King. 
 

3 “Salvation to God, 
who sits on the throne!" 

Let all cry aloud 

and honor the Son. 
The praises of Jesus 

the angels proclaim, 
fall down on their faces, 
and worship the Lamb. 
 

4 Then let us adore 

and give him his right: 
all glory and power, 
all wisdom and might, 
all honor and blessing, 
with angels above, 
and thanks never ceasing, 
and inœnite love! 
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The Servant’s Mission 

49 Listen to me, O coastlands; 
    pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
The Lord called me before I was born; 
    while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; 
    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow; 
    in his quiver he hid me away. 
3 And he said to me, “You are my servant, 
    Israel, in whom I will be gloriœed.” 

4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
    I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the Lord 

    and my reward with my God.” 

5 And now the Lord says, 
    who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
    and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 
    and my God has become my strength— 

6 he says, 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
    to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

    and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
I will give you as a light to the nations, 
    that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

7 Thus says the Lord, 
    the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
    the slave of rulers, 
“Kings shall see and stand up; 
    princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
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The Lamb of God 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31 I 
myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 

32 And John testiœed, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did 
not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He 
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen and have testiœed that this is the 
Chosen One.”[a]

 

The First Disciples of Jesus 

35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he 
watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 

37 The 
two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus 
turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” 
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” 

39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he 
was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in 
the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He œrst found his brother Simon and said to 
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed[b]). 42 He 
brought Simon[c]

 to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of 
John. You are to be called Cephas”[d]

 (which is translated Peter[e]). 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A29-42&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26069a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A29-42&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26076b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A29-42&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26077c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A29-42&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26077d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201%3A29-42&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26077e
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  January 11, 2026 

 

 

GATHERING 

*River of Life   —Mac Powell 
   

WELCOME    

Announcements  Rev. Mary Rodgers 

*Awake My Soul (A Thousand Tongues)  —Matt Maher 
*Goodness of God  —Ce Ce Winans 

   

GRACE 

Prayer of Confession  Rev. Matt Baker 
Assurance of Pardon 

Symbol of Peace 

 

THE WORD 

Scripture  Isaiah 49:1-7 Rev. Rodgers 

  John 1:29-42 Rev. Baker 
Message  “Elphaba’s Cross” Rev. Matt Baker 
*The Lord Almighty Reigns  —Keith & Kristyn Getty 

   (featuring Shane & Shane) 
PRAYER 

Prayers   Rev. Rodgers 

Offering/Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Rodgers 

(Please place your tithes & offerings in the basket at the rear of Taylor Hall.) 
*Celebrate   —Rend Collective 

 

SENDING 

*Benediction    Rev. Baker 
 

*Please stand. 
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Announcements 

LAY READER(S): Daniel Miller 
WELCOMING DEACON(S):  

Charles Brewer (10:00 am) & Carmen Santiago (11:15 am) 
AV OPERATOR: Ray Monroe 

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL ARE TO THE GLORY OF GOD.  

Celebrating the life of fred krebs 

 

Friday, January 16, 2:00-4:00 pm 

Visitation at Demaine Funeral Home 

10565 Main Street, Fairfax   
 

Saturday, January 17, 2:00 pm 

A Celebration of Life with reception to follow 

Providence Presbyterian Church 

OFFERINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR:  What are they? 

1. PER CAPITA Per Capita is the designated dollar amount that is asked of each 
member of the Presbyterian Church (USA) as a yearly voluntary contribution. 
Our per capita donations are collected by the National Capital Presbytery, and  
support the administrative operations of our denomination through its three 
governing bodies: Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly. The requested Per 
Capita donation in 2026 is $51.28 per individual member. Providence is  
required to pay this assessment, about $17,000, so your donations are much 
appreciated.   

2. INITIAL OFFERING  Your initial offering helps Providence to start the new 
year strong with a little bit extra to help defray the administrative costs related to  
running our active church.   

Two offerings are twice as nice! Please note “initial offering” and/or “per  
capita” on your check, or give online (see QR code at right) and select “initial  
offering” and/or “per capita.” For those using envelopes, they 
are available in the Common Area for pick up.   

Questions?  Contact Kyle Durbin, Financial Manager. 

https://konn6aeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VNqAV_d-XjOrHx5gsf4-R6hTO9VJocdi1CtpMk55SlXvS9w9QLwtGdBxCkZvrbG1efNPXYHNAi43Y1GRcLVcuLL9vHN1KB4eWjxHvGuT0wGSJ2G0OBKNYRuUkFhJNbhpg3ZvDkHgQBIMIIJd56iqZp0z45VV1VqYtddcWTWtrKMzAhSIejUUsO5AMT73vAoi0iLC5PEvws9D3iS36Ee-1jc_By
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ANTHEM   High Lonesome Agnus Dei 
Oh Lamb of God 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
Oh Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world have mercy on us. 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, when I was sinking down,  
O my soul! When I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, Christ laid 
aside His crown. 
Oh Lamb of God that takest away the sins of the world have mercy on us. 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 
To God and to the Lamb who is the great "I AM," 

while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing. Oh Lamb of God that takest away the sins 
of the world have mercy on us. Grant us Thy peace. 

Providence Readers will gather on January 18 from 3:00 to 4:30 pm in the 
Parlor to discuss Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt. This book has 
three parallel stories that are deeply interconnected and addresses  
compassion, friendship, and love. In February, we’ll discuss James by Percival 
Everett and in March, we’ll discuss Women of the Post by Joshunda Sanders. 
Providence Readers meets on the third Sunday of most months in the Parlor 
and is open to all. Please stop by whenever the book or topic interests you.  
Questions? Contact Paula Rogers at 703-495-9144 or par9144@msn.com. 

Great Ends of the Church 

Starting on Monday, January 12 

 

We’re not talking about closing churches—
we’re talking about the goals toward which 
the church strives.  
 

Join Rev. Matt as you are able over the next 
six Mondays to talk about these great ends 
as laid out in our denomination’s  
foundations.  
 

We will meet from January 12 to February 
16 at 7:30 pm in the Parlor. 



 

Sunday, January 11 

• Stewardship & Finance Committee Meeting—12:30 pm, Room 206 

• 456ers—3:30 pm, Room 205 

• Providence Youth Fellowship—5:30 pm, Youth Lounge 
 

Monday, January 12  
• Create, Craft, and Connect—10:00 am, Parlor 

• “Great Ends of the Church”—7:30 pm, Parlor 
 

Tuesday, January 13  
• Shelter Meal Preparation—5:00 pm, Kitchen 

• Session Meeting—7:30 pm, Parlor 
 

Wednesday, January 14 

• Food Pantry is open—12:00-2:00 pm 

• Open Youth Lounge—2:30 pm, Youth Lounge 

• Shelter Meal Delivery—3:00 pm, Off-site 

 

Thursday, January 15 

• Providence Singers Rehearsal—6:45 pm, Parlor 

• Worship Band Rehearsal—7:00 pm, Taylor Hall 
• Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal—7:45 pm, Sanctuary 

 

Saturday, January 17 

• Youth Winter Retreat 
• Choir Special Music Rehearsal—10:00 am, Sanctuary 

• Celebration of Life for Fred Krebs—2:00 pm, Sanctuary 

 

Sunday, January 18 

• Youth Winter Retreat Continues 

• Special Music Sunday—10:00 am, Sanctuary 

• Pints with the Pastor—12:30 pm, Audacious Aleworks Brewery, Fairfax  
• Providence Readers—3:00 pm, Parlor 

10 

This Week at Providence 

HOW TO GET ANNOUNCEMENTS INTO THE BULLETIN: Announcements submitted 
to the ofœce by Monday will appear in Providence communications for the Sunday  
immediately following. Items received after Monday will run the following Sunday.  

HOW TO GET PRAYER REQUESTS INTO THE BULLETIN: Pray Requests and updates 
can be submitted to ofœce@providencechurch.org at any time and will be 
included as soon as possible.   
EVENTS are subject to change. For the latest go to 
https://www.providencechurch.org/events/calander/ 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 25 

5:00-7:00 pm 
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Prayer List ~ January 11, 2026 

Bereavement 
 

Martha Lamb, on the death of her daughter,  
Mary C. Davis Bishop 

 

In Hospital 
 

*Beverly Van Nort, mother of Kyle Durbin 

 

In Hospice Care 

 

Carolynn Baer, mother of David Baer 
 

Eleanor Branch, aunt of Mark Miller 
 

Undergoing Treatment 
 

Jennifer Dirscherl, daughter of Martie 
McDowall 
 

Esa and Lauren, friends of Kathy Dutke 

 

Carol Kaiserian, sister-in-law of Mary Jo  
Kavjian 

 

Clint K., Linda L.. & Pam B., friends of Susan 
McCannell 
 

Doug Martin, son of Martie McDowall 
 

Caroline Wheatley, young friend of Rhoda 
Waters 

 

Terrie McClure, sister of Maribeth Luftglass 

 

Mary Wire, sister of Jennifer Lewis-Cooper’s 
sister-in-law 

 

Richard Mudd 

 

Chuck Rivenbark & Faith Perkins, friends of 
Kate Zander 
 

Kara Owen, family friend of Rhoda Waters 

Continuing Care 

 

Virginia Holian, friend of David & Brenda 
Kepley 

 

Janice Barrett Evans, mother, and Nancy 
Evans, sister of Sara Bennett   
 

Nicholas, nephew, & Pete, friend of Jim  
Durbin 

 

Nancy Jones 

 

Bill & Elsie Hamilton, father & mother of Chloe 
Hamilton 

 

Martyn Cusworth, brother-in-law of Lesley 
McKeever 
 

Zachary Hasley, friend of Toni Medwedeff 
 

Lucille Daly,  cousin of Paul Krumhaus 

 

Jim Saros, brother of Niki Gamble 

 

Deployed 

 

Matt, U.S. Army, son-in-law of Mitch and  
Cheryl Crosswait, stationed overseas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
An asterisk (*) indicates that someone is new to the 
prayer list or that their listing has changed.   



CHURCH HOURS  

Sunday: 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Monday - Friday: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Please ring the doorbell  for assistance.  

 
 

 

 

PROGRAM STAFF 

Rev. Matt Baker, Pastor / Head of Staff x1003, RevMatt@providencechurch.org 

Rev. Mary Rodgers, Associate Pastor x1004, RevMary@providencechurch.org 

Paige Bach, Director of Next Generation Ministry x1005, Paige@providencechurch.org 

MUSIC STAFF 

Gene Kaye, Director of Traditional Music Ministry /   DirMus@providencechurch.org 

 Director of Providence Singers  

Jane Kaye, Organist / Pianist Organist@providencechurch.org 

Geoff Pemble, Worship Band Leader 

Andrew Jonas, Children’s Choir Director ChildrensDirMus@providencechurch.org 

ADMIN STAFF 

Kyle Durbin, Financial Manager x1007, BusMgr@providencechurch.org 

Susanne Fitch, Ofœce Manager x1001, Ofœce@providencechurch.org 

Ray Cantwell, Facilities Manager x1006, Facilities@providencechurch.org 

Colin Sokolowski, Facilities Assistant 

RULING ELDERS 

Scott Breece, Elly Brtva, Jim Durbin, Kathy Dutke, Doug Ericson, John Hill, Mary Jo  

Kavjian, Paul Krumhaus, Jane Prosperi, Amanda Ranowsky, Tina Thronson, Bruce Urbon 

 

To inquire about renting our facilities, contact rentals@providencechurch.org. 

TO GIVE: 
Scan above or  

text Giveppc to 73256 

9019 Little River Turnpike 
Fairfax, VA  22031 

www.providencechurch.org 
703-978-3934 


